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The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 23

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers, Delegates and the Resident Commis-
sioner by, and are hereby, elected to serve on
standing committees as follows:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE: Mr. Hill, Indi-
ana.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES: Mr.
Larson, Connecticut.

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS:
Mr. Pomeroy, North Dakota; Mr. Delahunt,
Massachusetts; Mr. Meeks, New York; Ms.
Lee, California; Mr. Crowley, New York; and
Mr. Hoeffel, Pennsylvania.

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE: Mr. Weiner, New
York; and Mr. Capuano, Massachusetts.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS: Mr. Baird,
Washington; Ms. Schakowsky, Illinois.

Mr. FROST (during the reading). Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the resolution be considered as read
and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Texas?

There was no objection.
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to

the initial request of the gentleman
from Texas?

There was no objection.
The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER, MA-
JORITY LEADER AND MINORITY
LEADER TO ACCEPT RESIGNA-
TIONS AND TO MAKE APPOINT-
MENTS NOTWITHSTANDING AD-
JOURNMENT

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that notwithstand-
ing any adjournment of the House until
Tuesday, February 2, 1999, the Speaker,
majority leader and minority leader be
authorized to accept resignations and
to make appointments authorized by
law or by the House.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Texas?

There was no objection.
f

JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 1 TO
HEAR AN ADDRESS BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The Speaker of the House presided.
The Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Mr.

James Barey, announced the Vice
President and Members of the U.S.
Senate, who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
ARMEY);

The gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
WATTS);

The gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs.
FOWLER);

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
DICKEY);

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
HUTCHINSON);

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GEPHARDT);

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
BONIOR);

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
FROST);

The gentlewoman from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ);

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
BERRY); and

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
SNYDER).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort the
President of the United States into the
House Chamber:

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
LOTT);

The Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
NICKLES);

The Senator from South Carolina
(Mr. THURMOND);

The Senator from Alaska (Mr. STE-
VENS);

The Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
DOMENICI);

The Senator from Virginia (Mr. WAR-
NER);

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
DASCHLE);

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);
The Senator from Maryland (Ms. MI-

KULSKI);
The Senator from Louisiana (Mr.

BREAUX);
The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.

KERRY);
The Senator from North Dakota (Mr.

DORGAN);
The Senator from New Jersey (Mr.

TORRICELLI);
The Senator from Washington (Mrs.

MURRAY);
The Senator from West Virginia (Mr.

ROCKEFELLER); and
The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN).
The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-

nounced the Acting Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps, His Excellency Roble
Olhaye, Ambassador to the United
States from Djibouti.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Associate Justices of the
Supreme Court of the United States of
America.

The Associate Justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seats re-
served for them in front of the Speak-
er’s rostrum.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Cabinet of the President of
the United States.

The members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 9 o’clock and 6 minutes p.m., the
Sergeant at Arms, Mr. Wilson
Livingood, announced the President of
the United States.

The President of the United States,
escorted by the committee of Senators
and Representatives, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives, and
stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you the
President of the United States.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
f

THE STATE OF THE UNION AD-
DRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The PRESIDENT. Thank you very
much.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President,
Members of Congress, honored guests,
my fellow Americans:

Tonight, I have the honor of report-
ing to you on the State of the Union.

Let me begin by saluting the new
Speaker of the House and thanking
him especially tonight for extending an
invitation to two guests sitting in the
gallery with Mrs. Hastert. Lyn Gibson
and Wei Ling Chestnut are the widows
of the two brave Capitol Hill Police Of-
ficers who gave their lives to defend
freedom’s house.

Mr. Speaker, at your swearing in,
you asked us all to work together in a
spirit of civility and bipartisanship.
Mr. Speaker, let’s do exactly that.

Tonight I stand before you to report
that America has created the longest
peacetime economic expansion in our
history, with nearly 18 million new
jobs, wages rising at more than twice
the amount of inflation, the highest
home ownership in history, the small-
est welfare rolls in 30 years and the
lowest peacetime unemployment since
1957.

For the first time in 3 decades, the
budget is balanced. From a deficit of
$290 billion in 1992, we had a surplus of
$70 billion last year, and now we are on
course for budget surpluses for the next
25 years.

Thanks to the pioneering leadership
of all of you, we have the lowest vio-
lent crime rate in a quarter of a cen-
tury. Our environment is the cleanest
in a quarter of a century.

America is a strong force for peace
from Northern Ireland, to Bosnia, to
the Middle East.

Thanks to the leadership of Vice
President GORE, we have a government
for the Information Age. Once again,
our government is a progressive instru-
ment of the common good, rooted in
our oldest values of opportunity, re-
sponsibility and community, devoted
to fiscal responsibility, determined to
give our people the tools they need to
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